
 
 
 
December 21, 2021 
 
Dear FCS Family: 
 
As a father of three and an educator for more than 30 years, I know what it is like to face challenges and, at 
times, feel overwhelmed by those challenges.  Our hearts were broken by a school shooting in Michigan, and 
we have recently learned of a new COVID variant.  Without question, we are all safer, healthier, and happier if 
we work together as a team: students, staff, parents/guardians, and community. 
 
The tragedy at Oxford High School in Michigan on November 30th has been followed up by many threats and 
hoaxes throughout our nation.  I’m so very proud of our students who continue to alert school officials if they 
become aware of a potential threat.  FCS takes ALL threats seriously.   
 
“See something, say something” is a very effective campaign.  Our school safety team works closely with our 
local law enforcement agencies to investigate every tip that comes our way.  Our campuses continue to be 
safe because our students alert us.  FCS school staff, district safety team and law enforcement officers respond 
accordingly.  It’s a team effort.  It must be. 
 
Parents/guardians, please talk to your children and encourage them to continue to report any suspicious 
activity to school authorities immediately.  School safety is everyone’s responsibility.      
 
As we break for the holidays, COVID cases are once again on the rise in our state and community.  It’s 
unfortunate and disappointing but it is our reality.  I know we are all tired of dealing with this and long for the 
day when it is behind us, but that day is not now.   
 
It is my desire to continue with normal operations when school resumes in January.  Our local data will 
determine if we are able to do so.  As we have been called upon so often to do over the past two years, we 

must all be prepared to pivot.  We’ve become quite accustomed to it      !   
 
We must remain vigilant.  We will remain hopeful.  It’s the FCS way. 
 
For now, it is time to unplug, unwind and recharge our batteries.  I hope you are all able to spend quality time 
with friends and family.  Please be safe and mindful.  Enjoy the holiday season.  Best wishes for a peaceful, 
prosperous New Year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Bearden 
Superintendent 


